
9/21/23: 5:30 PTO Meeting Zoom Link

9/23/23: 3:00-6:00 PTO Parents Only Event at Bundox Boccee

9/27/23: 5:00 HDMS Board Meeting

9/28/23: NNLC Literacy Night

10/2/23-10/6/23: Fall Break - No School

10/11/23: 3:30 JEDI Committee Meeting

10/12/23: Adolescent High School Choice Night

10/16/23-10/20/23: Conference week- 2-hour early release all week

10/18/23: Fall Picture Retakes

10/18/23: 4:00 Finance Meeting

10/19/23: 5:30 PTO Meeting

10/21/23: Fantastic Fair

10/25/23: 5:00 HDMS Board Meeting

10/26/23: NNLC Literacy Night

10/27/23: Nevada Day - No School

10/30/23: 3:30 Safety Team Meeting

The gardening group/Green Parents, and the classrooms that are
utilizing our greenhouses and raised beds are seeking donations.
We would love to be able to hold outdoor classes in the space and
are seeking donations of outdoor furniture, picnic tables, and
benches. If you have any usable outdoor furniture that you would
like to donate to this program, please contact me or Ms. Kelly
(kellyR@hdmsreno.com). The group is also looking for help in
getting good growing soil for the greenhouses and the raised beds.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL/DIRECTOR, MR. ERIC

Thank you for your continued support of High Desert Montessori.

On an unrelated note, we are noticing a lot of parents entering the building during
morning dropoff. We ask that parents, grandparents, and non-student siblings remain
outside during this time, empowering children with the independence to enter the
buildings by themselves.

Upcoming Events

Sincerely,
Mr. Eric

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85430179297?pwd=UGFteXo2RVBOTnRuVVdxaFBZbHRnUT09
mailto:kellyR@hdmsreno.com


WE’RE HIRING

What are Montessori Dressing Frames?

A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL, MISS KALEIGH

The Montessori Dressing Frames are found in
Primary classrooms, and sometimes in Lower
Elementary classrooms. The Dressing Frames are a
set of 12 frames whose primary purpose is to teach
children how to dress themselves. The Dressing
Frames have a variety of fasteners, buckles, such
as buttons, snaps, laces, and zippers. Children’s
hand eye coordination and fine motor skills are
developed by working with each of the Dressing
Frames.

Using the Dressing Frames helps the children
develop independence and care of themselves.

FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH MENU 

Our full breakfast and lunch menu can always be found on our website at
https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/

HDMS is hiring substitutes at all levels. A sub licence
is required to sub for teachers, a background check is
required to sub for assistants. Please fill out the
substitute application packet on our website and email
it to Miss Sherrie at sherrie@hdmsreno.com for more
information.

https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/


All lost and found items will be displayed outside the
school next week. All unclaimed items will be donated
during Fall break. 

LOST & FOUND

MAKE UP PHOTOS

PRIMARY PROGRAM FUNDRAISER

The Primary Program is
partnering with Mabels
Labels this year to raise
funds for their program. 

You can now get 20% OFF
on ALL KIDS SPORTS
AND ACTIVITY LABELS

Please visit this link:  
campaigns.mabelslabels.co
m and search for "HDMS
Primary Program" to find
and support the fundraiser. 
HAPPY SHOPPING! 

http://campaigns.mabelslabels.com/


PTO Meeting via Zoom (click here to
join Zoom meeting) 5:30 PM - 6:30
PM Thursday September 21st 
3rd annual PTO Bocce tournament
Saturday September 23rd 3:00 PM
Bundox Bocce

The third annual PTO Bocce night is
happening this Saturday the 23rd from
3:00 - 6:00 PM at Bundox Bocce. This is
a parent only event. 

Do you find yourself wondering when the
next early release day is? Or when the
Jog-a-thon is happening? Don’t worry,
order our school calendar and have all
the important dates at your fingertips! It
even comes with artwork from our own
students. Click here to order $35 each. If
you’ve ordered a calendar, but haven’t
received it yet please contact us at
pto@hdmspto.com 

Upcoming PTO Events

Keep in touch with all PTO
events/activities by visiting us on
Facebook, on our website or by joining
our GroupMe chat.

NOTES FROM THE PTO

NOTES FROM THE GREEN PARENTS GROUP

You may not have had a chance to see the garden lately, but it's looking great! Miss Kelly, along with
our new gardening and art teacher Katy, have been hard at work with lower el and middle school
students laying wood chips and preparing new planters. There are two greenhouses now as well as a
storage shed, and outdoor space where some planters are in progress and others boast flourishing
tomatoes and squash plants. They are growing microgreens in the greenhouse as well. If you are
interested in stopping by and helping out with students in the garden, let us know! Email us at
greenparents@hdmsreno.com.  (photos by Midori Joy)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85430179297?pwd=UGFteXo2RVBOTnRuVVdxaFBZbHRnUT09
https://checkout.square.site/buy/MUVMFUQPIENFWFMFI7HIILPJ
mailto:pto@hdmspto.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2113105235685565/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=3433846106944798
https://sites.google.com/hdmspto.com/hdmspto
https://groupme.com/join_group/69406241/dwsEj2q8
mailto:greenparents@hdmsreno.com


Justice encompasses the ideals of fairness,
equality, and inclusivity, ensuring all students
have equal opportunities to succeed. 

Equity in the classroom refers to creating a
learning environment where all students have
equal access to opportunities and resources,
regardless of their background or identity.

Diversity is recognizing an individual's
differences along dimensions such as age, race,
gender, ethnicity, ideologies, sexual orientation,
physical abilities, political beliefs, religious
beliefs, and socioeconomic status.

Inclusion in the classroom means that all
children, no matter their racial, religious, or
ethnic background, gender, learning style, or
ability have equal access to educational
opportunities in a learning environment where all
students are equally safe, valued, and respected

The committee that was formed in May to foster
DEI (diversity, equity, and inclusion) has a formal
name: The JEDI COLLABORATIVE 

J is for Justice

E is for Equity

D is for Diversity

I is for Inclusion

You Are Invited to the JEDI Community
Meeting in October

JEDI Collaborative is hosting a community meeting
at 3:30 on Wednesday, October 11th.

Please fill out this survey if you are interested in
attending or getting involved. 

Maria Montessori was a JEDI

Montessori education is unique and groundbreaking
in that it incorporates cultural and peace education.
Over one hundred years ago, Dr. Maria Montessori
wrote, “The child is both the hope and a promise for
mankind.” Montessori children gain a worldview
from a young age. Children begin to realize that
they are part of a larger community. Maria
Montessori’s goal was to promote global
understanding and international peace. This
understanding begins with geography and cultural
lessons.

Thank you to HDMS for applying for and getting Nevada Ready Preschool Grants, which make our
private preschool more accessible, equitable, and inclusive.

Thank you to the Equity and Diversity Department of WCSD for the Diversity and Equity
Professional development for staff this year. We are learning a lot!

Thank You

NOTES FROM THE JEDI COLLABORATIVE (DEI COMMITTEE)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15tmOFgRLu5eza6i53R-EuGqB_frsWaxQZ-6ra1NzuRU/edit


Elsie is
working
on wood
polishing

PINE NUT CLASSROOM

PRIMARY PROGRAM

Eli is working on
compound words

Maddox is
helping
Alba to

learn
some
letter

sounds

In the
afternoons the
children have
been learning

about the coral
reef. They were
amazed to learn

that coral can
create islands
and live to be

5000 years old.

ELEMENTARY PROGRAM

RUBY CLASSROOM

A family in our community has a pet turtle and they are looking to give it away, The turtle has its
own tank, reach out to us if you would like to adopt the turtle.
We are looking for volunteers to help during assistant meetings each month, Let us know if you
are willing to help.

Montessori Tenants for Lower Elementary
Repetition: Students are given lessons and then expected to seek out this work again and again. Some
examples are: rereading a book, completing additional math problems, repeating science experiments,
putting together country puzzles, and writing stories. 
 

Communication: Children are learning to convey information about the above activities in the
environment. During your car discussions, you can ask questions like this: “Tell me about science
experiments (math problems, stories,books) you did.” 13 parents checked out Transparent Classroom
last week. We are trying to input photos and lessons to help with the questions.

Field Trips
Lower Elementary students are encouraged to plan small groups outings,  accessing learning not
obtainable in class. In past years, these places have included the Fleischmann Planetarium, the Keck
Geology Museum and Natural History, Andelin Farms,  Nevada Art Museum, Peanut Cracker, and the
Discovery Museum. If your student is interested in any of these places, have them reach out to me
and we can work together on making this happen.

Fall Festival
If you have any ideas to make our festival more inclusive or better, please  reach out to me or the
PTO.

Help

https://www.transparentclassroom.com/?locale=en&school_id=293


 ADOLESCENT LEVEL

HIKING CREATIVE EXPRESSION CLASS
Adolescent students find frogs in the North Valleys!



GIRLS ON THE RUN

This week in Girls on the Run, the girls worked togther to identify a range of emotions. The girls are
doing an amazing job setting lap goals and increasing their stamina. These girls are Rock Stars!



ART CLASS WITH MISS SUNNY

Next session of art class will begin
Oct 10 and run for 5 weeks

This week the children in
art class learned about
Andy Warhol and created
Fall inspired pop art. 



CHALLENGE ISLAND FALL BREAK CAMP

www.challenge-island.com/reno-sparks-nv/

http://www.challenge-island.com/reno-sparks-nv/

