
11/30/23: 4:30 NNLC Literacy Night

12/6/23: Two Hour Early Release

12/6/23: 4:15 JEDI Collaborative Meeting

12/7/23: 4:30 Music Recital (Pacific Mist Private Music Students)

12/8/23: 6:00-8:00 HDMS Winter Family Dance

12/14/23: 5:30 PTO Meeting

12/18/23-12/21/23: Spirit Week

12/20/23: HDMS World Expo

12/22/23: Staff Work Day - No School

12/25/23-1/5/23: Winter Break - No Shcool

At this point, I would like to remind you of a few important
items regarding morning drop-off, that keep our school running
smoothly and allow us to provide the best education possible;

Arriving at school on time is really important for our children.
Not only do students lose valuable educational instruction
when they arrive late, but they disrupt the environment and
distract others who are in the class and children may miss
important pieces of the day, as well as breakfast. Please make
sure your child is arriving at school on time.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL/DIRECTOR, MR. ERIC

Upcoming Events

Sincerely,
Mr. Eric

If you have been paying attention to the weather, Friday morning could be our first snow of the year.
This is a good time to remind everyone that we follow the school district’s recommendations for
school closures and delayed starts for weather events. We will send texts and a voice call in the
event of the school being impacted by weather, and you can get your information from the same
place we do, the school district’s Facebook page, and the local TV news websites. When delays or
cancellations are called, all morning meetings are canceled and will need to be rescheduled, there is
no morning care, and breakfast is not served.

Finally, it looks like the construction on Oddie Blvd is progressing, but closures and delays are still
possible. We understand this and will continue to post information on our Facebook page as soon as
we get it. If you hear through the grapevine that there is an upcoming closure, please let us know so
we can get the word out.

We appreciate your help with these issues and your support of HDMS.

I hope your Thanksgiving break was wonderful and restful. It was so nice to see so many smiling
faces on Monday when we returned to school.



Why is the 3-hour work cycle important?
A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL, MISS KALEIGH

The 3-hour work cycle is a key component of the
Montessori curriculum. The 3-hour work cycle is a period
of intense, independent learning, where the building of
concentration, coordination, independence and order
occur. Brief, student-focused lessons occur during this
cycle. Students will typically complete multiple works
within the 3-hour work cycle, going from task to task. The
3-hour work cycle gives children time to work through
their tasks and responsibilities at their own pace. 

FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH MENU 

Our full breakfast and lunch menu can always be found on our website at
https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/

Hundreds of students from HDMS and Rita
Cannan joined together for the Ruby Bridges
Walk to School Day on November 14th. A big
thank you to Miss Corey and her class for taking
the lead on planning this special event. 

All 500 HDMS students walk by HERE

News coverage by KOLO HERE 

News coverage by KTVN HERE

RUBY BRIDGES WALK TO SCHOOL DAY NOVEMBER 14TH

https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xSRNl7FrziG0zJh7M9FTHfP7sm2RYMfR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UAavW9DeLOAepOXnRxMiaxLtEq0L_MTB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DX6XQLA_rRed40Btdo6oxGYLzgAHtihS/view?usp=sharing


FAMILY DANCE DECEMBER 8TH

Purchase
Family Dance
tickets HERE

As the holiday season approaches, we are delighted to extend a warm invitation to you and your
loved ones for our upcoming Winter Family Dance! This festive event promises to be an evening
filled with joy, laughter, and the spirit of togetherness.

Come join us for an enchanting night of dancing, music, and community for the whole family. We've
arranged for in-house DJ’s to spin tunes that will get everyone on their feet, creating memories that
will last a lifetime.

In addition to the dance floor excitement, there will be a variety of treats available to satisfy every
palate. A photo booth with souvenir frames will also be available to keep your warm memories for
years to come. We encourage you to bring your holiday spirit and, if you're feeling especially festive,
don your favorite winter attire!

This event is not only an opportunity to celebrate the season but also a chance for our
school/community to come together and share in the joy of the holidays.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hdms-winter-family-dance-tickets-749980079607?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hdms-winter-family-dance-tickets-749980079607?aff=oddtdtcreator


NOTES FROM THE PTO

There is still time to get your tickets
for our 50/50 raffle! $50 per ticket for
a chance to win $5,000! Use this link
to buy as many tickets as you’d like to
increase your odds!

PTO Meeting via Zoom (click here to join
Zoom meeting) 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Thursday
December 21st    
Brews and Bites February 24th 
Bocce Ball February (date TBA)
Spring Picnic May 19th 

The PTO annual SAVERS FUNDrive is coming up
after the Winter break! If you’re cleaning out your
closets or house over the winter, now’s a great
time to donate used items to the school PTO! You
can donate gently used clothing, shoes, textiles,
and accessories (see picture for more details). 

We’ll be accepting donations from January 8th
through February 9th. You can drop items off
during drop off near the linger longer lane. We’ll
also need help hauling the donations each
morning into the building. If you’re interested in
donating 5-10 minutes of your time please email
us at pto@hdmspto.com. 

Upcoming PTO Events

Keep in touch with all PTO events/activities by
visiting us on Facebook, on our website or by
joining our GroupMe chat. Our GroupMe chat is a
great place to help rideshare to/from school

https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S
https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85430179297?pwd=UGFteXo2RVBOTnRuVVdxaFBZbHRnUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85430179297?pwd=UGFteXo2RVBOTnRuVVdxaFBZbHRnUT09
mailto:pto@hdmspto.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2113105235685565/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=3433846106944798
https://sites.google.com/hdmspto.com/hdmspto
https://groupme.com/join_group/69406241/dwsEj2q8


🌟 RUBY BRIDGES WALK TO SCHOOL
DAY 🌟
What a meaningful, positive, and powerful
event. The JEDI Collaborative would like
to recognize and express gratitude to
Corey Jones, Upper Elementary guide, for
writing a grant and planning and
organizing this event. 

“Ruby Bridges is a hero. She was just an
innocent six-year-old girl, but she is a
pioneer for civil rights,” said Corey Jones,
a teacher at High Desert Montessori
Elementary School. "

Cold weather is here, and it’s time to turn on the heating. But turning
the heat on doesn’t mean we have to be inefficient with energy.
Keeping the thermostat set at 55°F is enough to ensure the pipes don’t
freeze (consumerreports.org). We can conserve energy by programming
the thermostat to that minimum temperature while we are away, or at
night, when our pajamas and comforters keep us warm. Remember to
close the garage door, and windows too. Those fancy curtains are for
more than decoration; use them to keep the heat in. For a
comprehensive home weatherizing guide, check out the Department of
Energy’s website. And remember to put on your favorite cozy sweater to
avoid having to crank up the thermostat! Happy Fall from the Green
Parents! Let us know your favorite winterizing tricks at
greenparents@hdmsreno.com.

NOTES FROM THE JEDI COLLABORATIVE

NOTES FROM THE GREEN PARENTS

On the anniversary, November 14, 2023, High Desert Montessori Charter School teamed up with Rita
Cannan Elementary School to celebrate “Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day”. Over 600 students from
the two schools walked around the blocks of both campuses to celebrate the historic day. “I felt tired
but I was also excited because I was like, Today is the Ruby Bridges walk, time to get purple,” said
Temple Fitzpatrick, a student at HDMS. (KOLO8)

JEDI Collaborative Meeting: December 6th from 4:15-
5:15 pm. Please fill out � this survey �  or email
Martha@HDMSReno.com if you are interested in
attending or getting involved. 

Thursday, November 30th, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., Rita
Laden Senate Chambers, Joe Crowley Student Union,
UNR – A land acknowledgment dialog, as part of
UNR’s observance of November’s Native American
month.
https://events.unr.edu/event/land_acknowledgement
_dialogue 

🌟MARK YOUR CALENDAR 🌟

🌟NATIVE AMERICAN AND ALASKA NATIVE HISTORY
MONTH 🌟
Learn about the work that UNR is doing to support
Indigenous people and communities:

https://www.consumerreports.org/home-maintenance-repairs/how-to-keep-pipes-from-freezing-a2277945570/
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/fall-and-winter-energy-saving-tips
https://hdmsreno.com/
https://www.washoeschools.net/cannan
https://www.washoeschools.net/cannan
https://www.kolotv.com/2023/11/15/reno-elementary-schools-celebrate-ruby-bridges-walk-school-day/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15tmOFgRLu5eza6i53R-EuGqB_frsWaxQZ-6ra1NzuRU/edit
mailto:Martha@HDMSReno.com
https://www.unr.edu/indigenous-relations
https://www.unr.edu/indigenous-relations
https://events.unr.edu/event/land_acknowledgement_dialogue
https://events.unr.edu/event/land_acknowledgement_dialogue


 PRIMARY LEVEL

The Primary classes joined the rest of HDMS and our neighboring school, Rita Cannan, to
commemorate the day that 6-year-old Ruby Bridges integrated a school in New Orleans. We had a
lovely walk as we joined students from across the country to continue the movement to end racism
and unify our communities.

Before the walk, Upper Elementary classes came into the Primary classrooms and presented well-
researched and informative lessons on this American hero. The children were impacted to learn that
a 6-year-old child was so brave.   

Thank you, Corey Jones, for writing the grant and organizing this event!



 ELEMENTARY LEVEL

RUBY CLASSROOM

PINE NUT CLASSROOM

The Pine Nut children have been loving reading and writing. They have been using materials such as
the Farm to understand the function of the adjective. Some of the children have also been into
writing about the world around them. Walker is writing about sea turtles and Tristan is writing about
volcanoes.

Shells
Seeds
Feathers
Pebbles
Marbles
Gems
Rocks

Family life-try to include one of the following elements into your home: Slow-paced lifestyle with long hours of
sleep on a regular schedule, a nutritious diet high in protein and fresh fruits and vegetables, plenty of exercise,
and a generous amount of time in nature. We are working on this one in class too.

Something to sing everyday, a new song each week. 
 New song this week Willoughby Wallaby Woo an Elenpant Sat on You 

Someone to read chapter books aloud for 20-30 minutes each day, at a
level 3 times beyond the child’s current reading level. If your child doesn’t remember the name of the book they
are reading, please email me.

Someone to talk about math for 20-30 minutes each day. What shape are those clouds forming? Do you see
parallel lines anywhere? What shapes (planes/solids) do you see in that picture? What time is it? Please go
weigh these apples.

Volunteers
 Thank you to Miss Amanda, Laura, Mimi for helping in the classroom
 Thank you to everyone who has purchased tickets for the Holiday Dance
 Thank you our chaperones and everyone who has paid extra for the Nutcracker 
 Thank you to Elena for helping in the classroom on Wednesday

Donations
We are getting ready for our Winter Expo (Formally: Celebration of Diversity). If  you can help send in some of
the supplies listed below, we would greatly  appreciate it. We will send another list next week, too.

Wooden skewers
Aluminum foil sheets
Pumpkins
Coconut milk
Salt/Pepper/Cinnamon
Vegemite
Butter

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8P2LSwwPBuo


EXCELSIOR CLASSROOM

JUNIPER CLASSROOM

Lower el will be going to the Peanutcracker
Ballet at the pioneer center on Dec. 4.
Please see this form to give your child
permission to attend. All information is in
the form HERE.  

Wish list request:
dish rags to clean classroom

Juniper classroom hosted
Nellie Davis of Sawabe
Muhano for a class about
Native American heritage and
traditions. Upper El students
learned some of the Numu
language, practiced beading,
and got an introduction to local
plant medicine. 

https://forms.gle/3C3ozeGNhZ4FD32p8


Adolescent students have been working hard on researching historical figures for their Young
Chautauqua performances! Today, we were visited by Sarah Winchester, Scott Joplin, and William
Shakespeare!

Occupations Class- School
Community Projects helping
refill the woodchips on the
primary playground. 

 ADOLESCENT LEVEL

YOUNG CHAUTAUQUA IN SOCIAL STUDIES & ELA

SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROJECTS



Students in Social Studies took the opportunity for earn extra credit. In honor of Veterans Day,
students wrote letters to veterans and delivered flowers to gravesites of fallen veterans. 

ADOLESCENT SOCIAL STUDIES 



Creative
Expression-
Hiking Class
enjoying a trail
in West Reno. 

ADOLESCENT HIKING CREATIVE EXPRESSION CLASS



Thank you for a wonderful season. A special shout out to all the parents for your support with weekly
pick-ups and being a special part of the girl's 5k experience. The coaches saw some amazing growth
and positive changes with each of the girls throughout our 20 weeks of the program. We hope the
girls will continue to utilize the tools they have acquired through the GOTR lessons. Each girl
demonstrated growth through community, leadership, and team building. They all played an active
part in turning our HDMS GOTR group into a solid team.

Please donate canned foods for
Veterans in the barrel in front of
the school.

GIRLS ON THE RUN

CANNED FOOD DRIVE



 . 

CHALLENGE ISLAND CAMPS


