
12/7/23: 4:30 Music Recital (Pacific Mist Private Music Students)

12/8/23: 6:00-8:00 HDMS Winter Family Dance

12/14/23: 5:30 PTO Meeting

12/18/23-12/21/23: Spirit Week

12/20/23: 5:00-7:00 PM HDMS World Expo

12/22/23: Staff Work Day - No School

12/25/23-1/5/24: Winter Break - No Shcool

1/15/24: Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School

1/18/24: 5:30 PTO Meeting

1/19/24: 9:00-10:00 Second Cup of Coffee with Admin.

1/23/24: New Parent Seminars

1/24/24: Two-Hour Early Release

1/25/24: 5:30 NNLC Literacy Night

1/29/24: 3:30 Safety Team Meeting

1/31/24: 5:00 HDMS Board Meeting

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL/DIRECTOR, MR. ERIC

Sincerely,
Mr. Eric

The hard work and commitment our teachers, assistants, and support staff do every day cannot be
celebrated enough. Not only do classroom teachers and assistants work hard in their classrooms to
meet the needs of our students every day. We also spend a lot of time planning, researching, and
meeting to be prepared for students, plan for the future, and discuss interventions for children in
need of additional support, often outside contracted hours.

Faculty and Staff members are often in meetings immediately before and immediately after school.
This is important work that must take place behind the scenes, so we can meet children’s needs
during the regular school day. When children are dropped off early or picked up late, staff must be
pulled from important work to care for those children.
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We ask that children be dropped off on time in the
morning and picked up on time in the afternoon so
that our staff can focus on the hard work that takes
place before and after regular school hours. 

We appreciate all the support we receive from the
entire HDMS community.



HDMS Parent Book Study
A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL, MISS KALEIGH

I would like to host a parent book study on the book “Unselfie”,
by Michele Borba, Ed.D starting in January. 

“UnSelfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me
World by Dr. Michele Borba provides a research-based road map
and practical, empowering strategies to nurture empathy in a
self-absorbed world that so desperately needs it.” 

If you are interested in participating, please fill out the form.

FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH MENU 

Our full breakfast and lunch menu can always be found on our website at
https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/

LOST & FOUND

All Lost & Found items will be donated on December 22 when school
closes for Winter Break.

Please take the time to label as many of your child’s items
as you can. Our wonderful front desk staff takes the time
to look for labeling and returns as many items as possible.

billy R.

https://forms.gle/t1Ytb2DUjCDbRuZ46
https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/


FAMILY DANCE DECEMBER 8TH

Purchase
Family Dance
tickets HERE

As the holiday season approaches, we are delighted to extend a warm invitation to you and your
loved ones for our upcoming Winter Family Dance! This festive event promises to be an evening
filled with joy, laughter, and the spirit of togetherness.

Come join us for an enchanting night of dancing, music, and community for the whole family. We've
arranged for in-house DJ’s to spin tunes that will get everyone on their feet, creating memories that
will last a lifetime.

In addition to the dance floor excitement, there will be a variety of treats available to satisfy every
palate. A photo booth with souvenir frames will also be available to keep your warm memories for
years to come. We encourage you to bring your holiday spirit and, if you're feeling especially festive,
don your favorite winter attire!

This event is not only an opportunity to celebrate the season but also a chance for our
school/community to come together and share in the joy of the holidays.

Volunteer  
HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hdms-winter-family-dance-tickets-749980079607?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hdms-winter-family-dance-tickets-749980079607?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://volunteersignup.org/events/summary/514738


 ART FOR THE ODDIE-SILVERADA INTERSECTION!

Oddie Boulevard Public Art
Proposal Presentations
The three finalist artists,
John Fleming, Peter Hazel,
and Christopher Weed, will
each present their vision for
the future public art to be
designed for Oddie and
Silverada Boulevards. Please
join us for the presentations
and share your thoughts on
the proposed artworks.

When: Monday, December 11,
2023 at 11 AM

Where: McKinley Arts &
Culture Center Board Room,
or Register to attend virtually
on Zoom.  Please note that
the artist presenters will all
be attending virtually.

HDMS WINTER EXPO (FORMERLY “A CELEBRATION OF DIVERSITY”)

Come enjoy this special schoolwide event on Wednesday, December 20th from 5:00-7:00 PM.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uuTinotuOZLnU7JvIBC5Zg_fXIV4DLv_AI70dFWevZosD50ipgwQ_cEfZuIL_DrGw7ikFGrYSY3D8RUWtrLeNjDPhbOIrgHt3MzeM9O2wFlvfeFoRvHQkIUi5XClLUV-VoPXsVBBDOSQX5huoZ0sKw==&c=b62MFd9xyjxmx_UTDNua9VAxTWGvWcJCIJ7lQHfmVaf42OQdiQBQWg==&ch=jzD7VmXglv4y9dVv3WcLHUVBzh0lDJ1xqpQFdUc1QHjnJPXnssimzg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uuTinotuOZLnU7JvIBC5Zg_fXIV4DLv_AI70dFWevZosD50ipgwQ_cEfZuIL_DrGw7ikFGrYSY3D8RUWtrLeNjDPhbOIrgHt3MzeM9O2wFlvfeFoRvHQkIUi5XClLUV-VoPXsVBBDOSQX5huoZ0sKw==&c=b62MFd9xyjxmx_UTDNua9VAxTWGvWcJCIJ7lQHfmVaf42OQdiQBQWg==&ch=jzD7VmXglv4y9dVv3WcLHUVBzh0lDJ1xqpQFdUc1QHjnJPXnssimzg==


NOTES FROM THE PTO

There is still time to get your tickets for our 50/50 raffle! $50
per ticket for a chance to win $5,000! Use this link to buy as
many tickets as you’d like to increase your odds!

The PTO annual SAVERS FUNDrive is coming up after the
Winter break! If you’re cleaning out your closets or house over
the winter, now’s a great time to donate used items to the
school PTO! You can donate gently used clothing, shoes,
textiles, and accessories (see picture for more details). 

We’ll be accepting donations from January 8th through February
9th. You can drop items off during drop off near the linger
longer lane. We’ll also need help hauling the donations each
morning into the building. If you’re interested in donating 5-10
minutes of your time please email us at pto@hdmspto.com. 

Upcoming PTO Events
PTO Meeting via Zoom (click here to join Zoom meeting)
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Thursday December 21st    
Brews and Bites February 24th 
Bocce Ball February (date TBA)
Spring Picnic May 19th 

Keep in touch with all PTO events/activities by visiting us on
Facebook, on our website or by joining our GroupMe chat. Our
GroupMe chat is a great place to help rideshare to/from school

NOTES FROM THE GREEN PARENTS

When you think of the true purpose of our winter
holidays, what do you think of? Can that message be
sent across without glitter? Glitter is fun, but it is also
plastic that is in the ecosystem forever after that one
shiny moment. Wrapping paper that has glitter on it
isn’t recyclable. Instead of going for the flashy paper,
consider a more thoughtful gift wrapping approach.
Newspaper and paper grocery bags can be made
festive with reusable cloth and wire ribbon. Make it
into a fun craft activity with the kids by painting or
stamping patterns on the paper, or pasting on pictures
from magazines or the pages of old books. Cloth is also
an option for wrapping: handkerchiefs, baby blankets,
and tote bags can all be used to wrap presents.
Remember that using what you already have (or finding
a used alternative) instead of buying something new is
often the most eco-friendly option. And it hardly gets
better than doing fun things like decorating together. 

There is still time to get your tickets
for our 50/50 raffle! $50 per ticket
for a chance to win $5,000! Use this
link to buy as many tickets as you’d
like to increase your odds!

https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S
https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S
mailto:pto@hdmspto.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85430179297?pwd=UGFteXo2RVBOTnRuVVdxaFBZbHRnUT09
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2113105235685565/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=3433846106944798
https://sites.google.com/hdmspto.com/hdmspto
https://groupme.com/join_group/69406241/dwsEj2q8
https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S
https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S
https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S


NOTES FROM THE JEDI COLLABORATIVE

🌟DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR. 🌟
The Northern Nevada Black
Cultural Awareness Society
(NNBCAS) is having an essay
contest. 

Essay Prompt: “What role did
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
dream for a better world play in
the global struggle for civil
rights and social justice?” Click
here for more information.

🌟JOIN THE JEDIS 🌟
Please fill out � this survey �
or email
Martha@HDMSReno.com if
you are interested in attending
a meeting or getting involved. 

Places to Donate
UPC Thrift Store (click here): “United Cerebral Palsy of Nevada
(UCP) is a local  non-profit providing hands-on support for people
with disabilities to learn vocational and life skills.”
The Eddy House (click here): “Eddy House creates a safe
environment for homeless and at-risk youth to develop the life and
job skills necessary for sustainable independence.”
Step 2 (click here): “STEP2 provides gender-specific long-term
treatment services for substance use disorders, domestic violence
intervention and education, and trauma services.”
The Children’s Cabinet (click here): “At The Children’s Cabinet, our
mission is to keep children safe and families together” 

Volunteer Opportunities
VolunteerMatch.Org (click here): “VolunteerMatch matches inspired people with inspiring causes.
It's how volunteers and nonprofits connect to achieve remarkable outcomes.”
Washoe County Parks (click here): “Washoe County Parks has an established volunteer program
providing hands-on opportunities to assist in keeping our parks clean, attractive, and safe for
everyone to enjoy.”
SPCA (click here): After completing volunteer training, children as young as 6 can read to lonely
dogs and cats.
Nevada Humane Society (click here): “Dog Dates allows our community members to take a dog out
for a day of fun on Wednesdays and Fridays.”

🌟GIVING BACK IN DECEMBER 🌟
December is the time of year for giving. Here are some volunteer and donation opportunities. Let’s
add to the list. Please email kellyb@hdmsreno.com with your ideas.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZVkA_iWXnAtU961XzkvcjaH4NvlkEjbd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZVkA_iWXnAtU961XzkvcjaH4NvlkEjbd/view?usp=sharing
https://ucpnv.org/
https://eddyhouse.org/
https://step2reno.org/about/
https://www.childrenscabinet.org/
https://www.volunteermatch.org/
https://www.washoecounty.gov/parks/jobs_and_volunteering/volunteer_opportunities/index.php
https://spcanevada.org/get-involved/volunteer/
https://nevadahumanesociety.org/dog-dates/
mailto:kellyb@hdmsreno.com


I came across this article Why ‘how was school?’ isn’t a good question to ask kids. Here’s what to say
instead and know this is a common question. I have only included a small part:
Avoid starting questions with “did,” which will elicit a “yes” or “no” answer, or “why,” which can get an
“I don’t know,” she said.
“What” is a much better way to begin, Deiros Collado said. For example:

“What made you laugh today?”
“What was your favorite thing that happened today?”
“What did you enjoy most about playtime or lunch today?”
“What did [a teacher or friend] say today?”
“What did you sing today?” (Kookaburra)

Volunteers
 Thank you to Teacher Joyce for your lesson on Thursday
 Thank you to Rachel for helping in the class and sending in many supplies
 Thank you to the Board of HDMS for overseeing our school

RUBY CLASS IS ASKING FOR HELP: 
Over the next 2 weeks we would like to get to know more about Australia and Oceania. We would like
to learn from people that are familiar with these places. If you have any contacts or experiences, we
would love to hear from you. Please reach out to Jamie, ASAP.

We are getting ready for our Winter Expo (Formally: Celebration of Diversity). If you can help send in
some of the supplies listed below, we would greatly appreciate it. We will send another list next week,
too.

Seeds
Marbles
Gems
Rocks
Aluminum foil sheets
Cheap white bread (for art)
Coconut milk
Salt/Pepper/Cinnamon
sunflower seeds
sour cream
shredded cheese
garlic croutons
fresh salsa
Vegemite
Butter

 ELEMENTARY LEVEL

RUBY CLASSROOM

CANDELARIA CLASSROOM

We are having a seasonal and holiday
craft fair during the Winter Expo.
Please come visit our craft fair, outside
of candelaria classroom. Items will
range from $1 - 5.

We will also be showcasing our
learning projects about South America.
We hope to see you at the Winter
Expo!

https://www.cnbc.com/2023/11/17/how-to-talk-to-children-what-to-ask-kids-instead-of-how-was-school.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/11/17/how-to-talk-to-children-what-to-ask-kids-instead-of-how-was-school.html


TOIYABE CLASSROOM

SCIENCE CAMP January 22-24
We are so excited to be going back to Great Basin Outdoor School on the shores of Lake Tahoe this
winter! Paperwork went home last week. We want ALL students who wish to participate to do so
regardless of economic circumstance. We have a scholarship fund to cover any portion of the cost a
student needs. Please fill out the form and let us know if you need a scholarship or if you are able to
contribute to the fund. There are a lot of details in the packet that went home, but if you have any
questions, you can ask me too. We will be holding an information session on Zoom after the first of
the year to go over what your child can expect at camp. In the meantime, feel free to ask me any
questions you have now. Please return paperwork by December 15.

WINTER EXPO December 20 5:00 - 7:00
 We have a tradition at HDMS of researching and doing projects about different countries and
cultures. Students create various projects to share at a school-wide celebration. Mark your calendars
for Wednesday, December 20 from 5:00 - 7:00 for this year’s Winter Expo. Feel free to ask your child
about their plans for the project. I am attaching the guidelines here: Winter Expo 2023 Earliest
Americans
 

Please help us by donating any of the materials below for projects, we would greatly appreciate it! 
Glue sticks for a glue gun
Baking soda
Corn starch
toothpicks
poster board, various colors
"pipe cleaners" = chenille sticks
Markers

NEXT READ ALOUD Who Were the Navajo Code Talkers? by James Buckley Jr.
I have chosen this book to read to Toiyabe students because it tells a great story of heroism by
Navajo people during World War II. Whenever I start a new read aloud book, I plan to share a
summary as well as some background resources for you in case you want to have deeper
conversations with your child about the topics in the story. Scholastic Book Description Who Were
the Navajo Code Talkers?

Video about Native American members of the military coping with stereotypes: Secrets of the Code
Talkers

Cardboard broken down - all types
Cardboard rolls (wrapping paper, paper towel)
metallic colored paint (silver, gold, bronze, etc.)
poster board, various colors
Money donations to buy ezra supplies as needed
small boxes (such as shoe boxes) or box lids for
dioramas - not broken down

https://docs.google.com/document/d/154iNwToAw1nEYQgS6aBZ35bfDtr62M7ZiyIcY9JD18o/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/document/d/154iNwToAw1nEYQgS6aBZ35bfDtr62M7ZiyIcY9JD18o/edit?usp=drive_web
https://clubs.scholastic.com/who-were-the-navajo-code-talkers%3F/9781338837124-rco-us.html
https://clubs.scholastic.com/who-were-the-navajo-code-talkers%3F/9781338837124-rco-us.html
https://www.pbs.org/wned/warrior-tradition/classroom/secrets-of-the-code-talkers/
https://www.pbs.org/wned/warrior-tradition/classroom/secrets-of-the-code-talkers/


We had so many great Younge
Chautauqua presentations last
week. Here are a few pictures of a
few of them:
Walt Disney (Miles)
Julius Caesar (Graham)
Maria Montessori (Stella)
Marie Antoinette (Penelope)
Marie Currie (Bianca)
Napoleon Bonaparte (Landon)
Alexander Hamilton (Keenan)
Bruce Lee (Lukas)
Frank Sinatra (Kaiden)

 ADOLESCENT LEVEL

YOUNG CHAUTAUQUA IN SOCIAL STUDIES & ELA



The next session of art class
begins January 16th and will
run for 5 weeks. Spots are
open now for Tuesdays or
Thursdays. The last 2 weeks of
art class has been a lot of fun
with Winter art. Email
sunny@hdmsreno.com to join
the next session!

ART CLASS WITH MISS SUNNY

mailto:sunny@hdmsreno.com


High Desert Montessori - Winter 2024

https://reno.soccershots.com/pd/1908/high-desert-montessori-winter-2024?
st_t=1071&st_ti=1429&returncom=productlist&source=search

Please donate canned foods for
Veterans in the barrel in front of
the school.

SOCCER SHOTS

CANNED FOOD DRIVE

https://reno.soccershots.com/pd/1908/high-desert-montessori-winter-2024?st_t=1071&st_ti=1429&returncom=productlist&source=search
https://reno.soccershots.com/pd/1908/high-desert-montessori-winter-2024?st_t=1071&st_ti=1429&returncom=productlist&source=search


 . 

CHALLENGE ISLAND CAMPS


