
1/8/24-2/9/24: PTO Clothing Drive

1/25/24: 5:30 NNLC Literacy Night

1/29/24: 3:30 Safety Team Meeting

1/30/24: Sixth Grade Project Information Meeting

1/31/24: 5:00 HDMS Board Meeting

2/12/24: 3:30 Green Team Meeting

2/15/24: 5:30 PTO Meeting LINK

2/16/24: Staff Work Day - No School

2/19/24: President’s Day - No School

2/28/24: Two Hour Early Release

2/28/24: 5:00 HDMS Board Meeting

2/29/24: 4:30 NNLC Literacy Night

Sincerely,
Mr. Eric

Today, our school practiced a “Code Yellow” drill. What this means is that
all students outside of classrooms were brought into their rooms and the
doors were locked. Teachers took attendance using our emergency
guidelines, and then classes resumed as normal until the drill was
completed. The whole process took approximately 15 minutes.

“Code Yellow” drills are required by state law for all public schools. They
must be conducted twice a year, along with our monthly fire evacuation
drills, our once-a-year “Code Red” drill, and our yearly earthquake drill. A
“Code Yellow” simulates a safety situation off campus that requires a
heightened level of supervision of students. A “Code Yellow” can also be
called for a situation in the building like a medical emergency, where we
need to keep hallways clear for first responders. 
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The safety of our children and staff is always our number one priority. If you have any questions
about this process, please feel free to reach out to me.

https://unr.zoom.us/j/84704140913?pwd=eVY4MnVxRHFoS09ZMDNNazB0NlJhUT09


A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL, MISS KALEIGH

FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH MENU 

Our full breakfast and lunch menu can always be found on our website at
https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/

What is the three period lesson?
The three period lesson is a lesson in three
parts. Montessori lessons are designed to
move the learner from an introduction of the
lesson to a level of mastery in a concept or
object, Naming, recognizing and recalling
are the three steps involved in the three
period lesson. These lessons allow for a
slower, easier absorption process and allows
for isolated concepts and reinforcement of
each component of a lesson, if necessary.

DONATIONS WANTED FOR DRUMMING CLASS
Do you have any small percussion instruments you no longer need? Mr. Preston is teaching an
Adolescent Creative Expression Drumming Class and he is looking for additional percussion
instruments. Reach out to Preston at preston@hdmsreno.com or drop off at the front desk.

https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/


In our modern times, a visit to the produce section will look very similar, season in, season out. We are
used to having everything around all year long, as everything is made available to us, even if it needs to
be flown in or grown in unnatural conditions that suck up lots of energy. We hope that this chart can help
guide you back to the natural rhythm of regional winter and summer food supplies, for the sake of energy
and CO2 savings.

Eat yourself through the rainbow of the season!
Greenparents@hdmsreno.com

NOTES FROM THE GREEN PARENTS GROUP

https://californiagrown.org/blog/whats-in-season-in-california/
https://californiagrown.org/blog/whats-in-season-in-california/
mailto:Greenparents@hdmsreno.com


NOTES FROM THE PTO

Gratitude Alert! A big THANK YOU to everyone who has
generously donated used clothing to our PTO fundraiser!
Your support means the world to us. We're still in need of
more items, so if you have any gently used clothes,
textiles, or shoes to spare (now's the time to clean out
those closets!), please drop them off during before care or
in the Linger Longer lane or the big white storage unit
during drop off. 

Also, we could use some helping hands to move the bags.
If you’re available any day after drop off please email us at
pto@hdmspto.com Let's make this fundraiser a success
together! 

Hurry, 50/50 Raffle tickets are flying off the shelves! This
raffle is open to everyone, not just HDMS parents/staff,
so share the excitement with your family and friends.
Secure your chance to win a $5,000 prize by purchasing
your $50 ticket today! Click here to grab yours before
they're gone!

We’re gearing up for an amazing silent auction, and we need YOUR support to make it a success!
Join us in making a difference by donating items for our silent auction. Whether it's a unique item, a
service, or a gift card, your contribution will help raise funds that directly benefit High Desert
programs and initiatives. 

Upcoming PTO Events
PTO Meeting via Zoom (click here to join Zoom meeting) 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Thursday, January
18th   
Brews and Bites February 24th 
Bocce Ball February 3rd 6:00 PM
Spring Picnic May 19th 

mailto:pto@hdmspto.com
https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S
https://unr.zoom.us/j/84704140913?pwd=eVY4MnVxRHFoS09ZMDNNazB0NlJhUT09


🌟SURVEY: WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 🌟

HDMS JEDI Collaborative wants to know about YOUR experience at HDMS.

🌟�Click HERE for the JEDI Survey in ENGLISH �🌟

🌟�Click HERE for the JEDI Survey in SPANISH �🌟

NOTES FROM THE JEDI COLLABORATIVE

Meet Miss Lauren W.
Lauren will be interning at
HDMS, providing targeted
Social and emotional
lessons for Lower El.
Lauren is currently working
on her Masters Degree in
School Counseling from
Adams State University. 

WELCOME MISS LAUREN W.

🌟DEFINITION 🌟
Diversity includes but is not limited to ethnicity, race, language, disability and ability, neurodiversity,
gender, sexual orientation, religious affiliations, socioeconomic status, and diversity of viewpoints,
backgrounds, and life experiences. 

🌟MARK YOUR CALENDAR 🌟
Please fill out �this survey � or email Martha@HDMSReno.com if you are interested in attending
or getting involved. 

Our next meetings will be after school on:
Wednesday, February 21, 2024
Wednesday, May 1, 2024
Wednesday, June 5, 2024

We aim to hear from ALL students, families, staff, and
volunteers about your experiences at HDMS through the
lens of Justice, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. Your
anonymous feedback will be reviewed by the JEDI
Collaborative and shared with HDMS faculty, staff, and
administration as part of HDMS’s commitment to continuous
improvement. Your participation in this survey is CRITICAL
to helping us make our school community a more inclusive
and effective learning environment for our students, staff,
families, and neighborhood. We thank you in advance for
your participation. The anonymous survey should only take a
few minutes. The deadline is February 14, 2024.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpAtwPF6960RXoq9FcUm13c35vx6ZnykFhYKtZjYSTriS3OQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelbT5qW60jN5B1kOSfQEGCf9eUBTBN4M1tDKku0IkYzChsuQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15tmOFgRLu5eza6i53R-EuGqB_frsWaxQZ-6ra1NzuRU/edit
mailto:Martha@HDMSReno.com


NOTES FROM THE ELEMENTARY TEAM

NOTES FROM THE RUBY CLASSROOM

Volunteers
 Thank you to the student that returned the density materials
 Thank you to Mimi for donating her time on Tuesday to work with students
 Thank you to the Volunteer Grandparents that help with reading everyday
 Thank you to Siana, Merisela, Grandma Jares, Amanda chaperoning at Discovery Museum
 Thank you to the Sanabria family for sending in a pencil sharpener
 Thank you to Shayla, Alex, and Julie for all they do each week.

Sixth Grade Project Family Information Meeting

The upper el team is holding a family information meeting for the sixth-grade projects Tuesday,
January 30 from 4:15 - 4:50 in the second floor library just before the new parent seminar for middle
school. We will give an overview of the expectations and process for the project as well as leave
time for you to ask questions. The middle school teachers will be presenting information about
what you can expect next year in middle school. We hope to see you there!

Volunteers for Sixth Grade Project Proposal
Committee Needed

The upper elementary team is seeking volunteers
to come in for 2-3 hours on the mornings of Feb
6, 7, 8, or 9. The sixth grade project is the
culmination of the academic and creative
experience of elementary at HDMS. The proposal
is an important part of their process in order to
organize their ideas, make a plan, and receive
advice and encouragement from adults in our
community. This is a great way to get directly
involved with students at our school and an
insider view into the sixth grade projects. If you
are interested, please email Elyse at
elyse@hdmsreno.com. Thank you!!

Backpacks: If you feel your child
needs a backpack at school, please
practice the procedure of going
through their backpacks together.
Lunch, and winter wear is all that
needs to be in the backpack. Fancy
pencils, science experiments from
home, gifts for friends need to stay
at home because they often
become a big distraction when
brought to school.  

Missing Materials: We are still
looking for missing rocks and
crystal  Knob.
Field Trip: Google form link only 11
families have filled this out.

mailto:elyse@hdmsreno.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMAFoiyIxezo3zGI0D-T_8mAxVZtG-zoDxD8iFDrj8oVcBXg/viewform?usp=sf_link


NNLC STORYTIME TONIGHT!

Click HERE to sign up!

https://tinyurl.com/3bwywfhs
https://tinyurl.com/3bwywfhs


EVENT FOR STUDENTS AGES 12-17

DEFY DARKNESS presented by Forever14 @ Defy Sparks. Tickets are regularly $25. Use PROMO
CODE for HDMS students: HDM24 for a 100% discount if you need financial assistance.  
https://forever14.org/defy-darkness

https://forever14.org/defy-darkness


COURAGE PROJECT FOR STUDENTS AGES 8-13

The Courage Project is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit organization offering free, mindfulness-based coping
skills training seamlessly integrated into fun, challenging outdoor adventures. Kids age 8 - 13
years old are welcome to join. Activities are thoughtfully designed to increase emotional
intelligence, build confidence and promote resilience. Children who experience fear of failure,
worry, perfectionism, difficulties with transitions, peer struggles, or could benefit from increased
persistence and focus are best suited for our adventures. 

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our volunteers, wonderful donors and generous sponsors,
we are providing FREE Mindful Snowboarding and Skiing clinics at two world-class resorts:
Palisades Tahoe and Alpine Meadows as well as Nordic Skiing and Snowshoeing! 

If you are interested in signing up your children, please visit www.courageproject.org/schedule to
register. Thank you!

CHALLENGE ISLAND CAMPS

https://xn--challene-island-gyb.com/reno-sparks-nv/pro%C4%80%20ram/camps/
https://xn--challene-island-gyb.com/reno-sparks-nv/pro%C4%80%20ram/camps/

