
NOW-2/9/24: PTO Clothing Drive

2/3/24: 6:00 PTO Parent’s Night Out at Bundox Bocce

2/7/24: 5:00 HDMS Board Meeting LINK

2/12/24: 3:30 Green Team Meeting

2/15/24: 5:30 PTO Meeting LINK

2/16/24: Staff Work Day - No School

2/19/24: President’s Day - No School

2/28/24: Two Hour Early Release

2/28/24: 5:00 HDMS Board Meeting

2/29/24: 4:30 NNLC Literacy Night

3/6/24: Montessori Through My Eyes

3/11/24: 3:30 Safety Team Meeting

3/13/24: 4:00 Finance Committee Meeting

3/14/24: 5:30 PTO Meeting

3/15/24: 9:00 2nd Cup of Coffee with Admin

3/18/24-3/22/24: Spring Conferences - 2 Hour early Release All Week

3/18/24: Spring Pictures for Primary & Adolescent

3/20/24: 5:00 HDMS Board Meeting

2/21/24: Spring Pictures for Elementary

2/21/24: 5:30 NNLC Literacy Night

3/25/24-4/5/24: Spring Break

Sincerely,
Mr. Eric

Yesterday, we planned to hold our regularly scheduled board meeting, but unfortunately due to
technical difficulties with Zoom, we had to cancel and are rescheduling the meeting to next
Wednesday, February 7th at 5:00 pm. Board meetings are open to the public and if you are interested
in seeing how HDMS works in a whole different way, you are welcome to attend. You can find the
agenda and the Zoom link on our website: https://www.hdmsreno.com. Click on the “Our Story” tab,
and then click the “Our Board of Directors” link.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL/DIRECTOR, MR. ERIC
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Upcoming Events

On a separate note, we understand that traffic is crazy in our ever-growing
region, and with construction actively taking place in this area, delays are
inevitable. With that being said, please plan for traffic accordingly so our
teachers and aftercare staff can leave at the end of their shifts on time.

It takes a community and we have the best one around. Thank you for
supporting HDMS

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88420006570?pwd=Z1dWL1lQMFBqWmhoVlhzaUZpV1BTdz09
https://unr.zoom.us/j/84704140913?pwd=eVY4MnVxRHFoS09ZMDNNazB0NlJhUT09
https://www.hdmsreno.com/


A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL, MISS KALEIGH

FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH MENU 
Our full breakfast and lunch menu can always be found on our website at
https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/

What is the Sixth Grade Project?

ARCHERY TOURNAMENT RESULTS

Congratulations to the 48 archers on our Elementary and Middle School Archery teams. They recently
competed in the National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) Nevada State Tournament and
both teams took 4th place in their divisions.. 

As a former Upper Elementary teacher, the Sixth Grade Project, to me, is a huge stepping stone for
our Sixth Grade students- with topics as unique and varied as our students. 

The Sixth Grade Project is an extensive, deep dive into a topic of passionate interest for each Sixth
Grade student. It is truly a culmination of each student’s experience and hard work in Elementary,
and is a stepping stone for Middle School. Our sixth grade students each choose a topic, gather
information, propose their projects to a panel of adults, conduct research and interviews, and
complete a written component, as well as a visual presentation, which is shared with parents at a
celebration in May. The pride and sense of accomplishment upon completion of the project is
amazing to witness.

It’s exciting to note that four archers:
James Logan, Lucy Hart, Bode Barrett &
Caleb Selle, each qualified as individuals
to compete in Nationals in Salt Lake City
at the end of April!  

https://www.hdmsreno.com/free-school-lunch-breakfast/


Did you know there are almost 500 students on the HDMS waiting list? It's vital for our office to
know how many students are returning next school year, so that we know how many spots we have
for new students. PLEASE fill out an Intent to Return for each of your children as soon as possible.
This step does not take the place of registration in the spring, it simply holds a spot on the roster
for your child to return next school year.

Use link for the program your child CURRENTLY attends. One form per child.

Primary: https://forms.gle/LxHfujMNFdzX4v8L8

Elementary: https://forms.gle/Li3CYtVuwpjGqRap6

Adolescent: https://forms.gle/PT9hh34L8tVriT839

SIBLING ENROLLMENT FOR THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

NEVADA READY GRANT FOR 3-YEAR OLDS & 4-YEAR OLDS

INTENT TO RETURN FOR THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

If you have a student currently enrolled at HDMS and
you are hoping to enroll a sibling next school year,
please reach out to Miss Stacey ASAP!
stacey@hdmsreno.com While we can never guarantee a
spot will be available, siblings do have priority
enrollment per our enrollment procedures found HERE.

High Desert Montessori
School was approved to
participate in the Nevada
Ready Grant, sponsored by the
United Way again this school
year. This grant allows for
qualifying 3 and 4-year-olds to
attend our Primary program's
school day program at no cost. 

This school year, we were
fortunate enough to qualify 16
children for this grant. Our
hope is to qualify 16 3 and 4-
year-old children for the 24-25
school year. The eligibility
requirements of the grant are
that children enrolled in the
program must be 4 years old
by the cutoff date and families
determined to be income
eligible below 200% of poverty
level. More information  can
be found HERE.

Please reach out to our enrollment coordinator Stacey Hart at Stacey@hdmsreno.com if you have
any questions or think your child may qualify for the grant next school year. 

https://forms.gle/LxHfujMNFdzX4v8L8
https://forms.gle/Li3CYtVuwpjGqRap6
https://forms.gle/PT9hh34L8tVriT839
mailto:stacey@hdmsreno.com
https://www.hdmsreno.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/K-8-Enrollment-Procedures-20-21.pdf
https://www.uwnns.org/PreK
mailto:Stacey@hdmsreno.com


Bocce Night is coming up this weekend February 3rd! Join us at Bundox Bocce (1 S, Lake St, Reno,
NV 89501) starting at 6:00 PM. This is a parent night out. Childcare is available at HDMS. Sign-up
here. Childcare information:

🌟SURVEY: WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 🌟
🌟�Click HERE for the JEDI Survey in ENGLISH �🌟
🌟�Click HERE for the JEDI Survey in SPANISH �🌟

NOTES FROM THE JEDI COLLABORATIVE

🌟MARK YOUR CALENDAR 🌟
Please fill out �this survey � or email Martha@HDMSReno.com if you are interested in attending
or getting involved. 

Our next meetings will be after school on: Wed. February 21, Wed. May 1, Wed., June 5.

We aim to hear from ALL students, families, staff, and volunteers about your experiences at HDMS
through the lens of Justice, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. Your anonymous feedback will be
reviewed by the JEDI Collaborative and shared with HDMS faculty, staff, and administration as part
of HDMS’s commitment to continuous improvement. The anonymous survey should only take a few
minutes. The deadline is February 14, 2024.

🌟BLACK HISTORY MONTH 🌟
Black History Month begins with National Freedom Day (February 1st). On this
day in 1865, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Amendment to abolish
slavery. Click here to read more National Freedom Day Facts for Kids.

“Nationwide, we celebrate Black History Month in February. But the history of
Black people in the U.S. is woven throughout the fabric of our country — our
history, communities, and popular music, sports, and culture. 

Look for opportunities to include these rich histories and stories throughout the year and across the
curriculum!” - Reading Rockets 

Click here to learn more about Black History Month at Reading Rockets.

NOTES FROM THE PTO

The PTO is gearing up for an amazing silent auction at Brews & Bites, and we need YOUR support to
make it a success! Join us in making a difference by donating items for our silent auction. Whether
it's a unique item, a service, or a gift card, your contribution will help raise funds that directly benefit
HDMS programs and initiatives.

Hurry, 50/50 Raffle tickets are still available! This raffle is open to everyone, not just HDMS
parents/staff, so share the excitement with your family and friends. Purchase your $50 ticket today!
We will draw the winner at our May PTO meeting (do NOT need to be present to win). 

Upcoming PTO Events
February 3rd 6:00 PM Bocce Ball 
Thursday February 15th 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM PTO Meeting
via Zoom 
February 24th Brews and Bites 
May 19th Spring Picnic 

Age: We ask that all kiddos attending are potty trained
Price: $45 flat fee plus $20 for a sibling. Payment will
be taken via cash or check.
Food: Pizza and water will be provided
Activities: We will be in the classroom aftercare is held
in, so there will be plenty of things for the kiddos to do.
We are also planning to show a movie for the last half
of the night. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdDcnq06cTADYSp1K7xVPP3n8iNYKx-0_rOmTqo8xLZNWPQpw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpAtwPF6960RXoq9FcUm13c35vx6ZnykFhYKtZjYSTriS3OQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelbT5qW60jN5B1kOSfQEGCf9eUBTBN4M1tDKku0IkYzChsuQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15tmOFgRLu5eza6i53R-EuGqB_frsWaxQZ-6ra1NzuRU/edit
mailto:Martha@HDMSReno.com
https://kids.kiddle.co/National_Freedom_Day
https://www.readingrockets.org/books-and-authors/literacy-calendar/celebrating-and-learning-about-black-history-and-culture
https://checkout.square.site/buy/QQUVZGZK2AVAZPP7O6UK327S
https://unr.zoom.us/j/84704140913?pwd=eVY4MnVxRHFoS09ZMDNNazB0NlJhUT09https://unr.zoom.us/j/84704140913?pwd=eVY4MnVxRHFoS09ZMDNNazB0NlJhUT09


NOTES FROM THE PRIMARY TEAM

NOTES FROM THE TOQUIMA CLASSROOM

Toquima students have been busy at work! Math and Language lessons have really taken off and
children are deeply engaged in learning and practicing new skills!



NOTES FROM THE ELEMENTARY TEAM

NOTES FROM THE RUBY CLASSROOM

The Pine Nut children have been loving to learn about animals in winter. We have been studying
hibernation tour, poor migration, end, adaption. We’ve also been learning about the polar regions
and the children just love penguins.

On Wednesday, the Ruby class continued its research on parts of
speech. Ask your child if they remember any part of the verb story
and how it brought movement to a make-believe town. We can
now make complete sentences and will be adding prepositional
phrases to our sentences next week.

We are having a problem with disappearing pencils. Currently, we
are going through more than 30 pencils a day. Ashley and I don’t
mind purchasing pencils to replace them but we would rather the
money be spent on new, exciting materials. We are also noticing a
loss of work because students are not finding a quick solution.
Please talk to your child about how they can better manage their
materials. As a class, we have tried to write names on the pencils
and encouraged them to keep them in the card holder of the
folder.

NOTES FROM THE PINE NUT CLASSROOM

Gratitude
Thank you to Laurel, Larry, Casey, Monica, and Robin for leading archery through the 2024
tournament. Some of our members are now heading to Nationals.
Thank you to Martha and Sheila for helping us with handling students each day. We couldn’t do it
without you. 
Thank you to Laura for volunteering on Wednesday.

Bead chains are a material which is introduced in Primary as a
counting material. In Lower Elementary, it is used to practice skip
counting and memorization of multiplication facts. In Uupper
Elementary, it is used to master powers and exponents. WE LOVE
USING OUR MONTESSORI MATERIALS.  

We will not be celebrating Valentine’s Day in a traditional way of
cards and gifts. Please check your emails and newsletters for more
information.  

In mid-February, we will start a study of Africa, if you are able to help
us learn about the history, culture, or region. Please reach out to me



UPPER EL SCIENCE CAMP 1 OF 2

Thanks to all the chaperones who volunteered and everyone who gave donations to help over 70
upper el students attend overnight camp at Great Basin Outdoor School.



UPPER EL SCIENCE CAMP 2 OF 2



NOTES FROM THE ADOLESCENT TEAM

SOCIAL STUDIES

The Adolescent students enjoyed working on their maps of the United States and are learning about
electoral votes. Thank you Miss Jaimie for letting us borrow your pin map puzzles. 



EXPLORING WASHOE COUNTY CREATIVE EXPRESSION CLASS

The Adolescent Exploring Washoe County students visited Pah Rah park this week.  

ADVISORY BASKETBALL
Boundary and Granite Peak had a friendly game of basketball for PE.



BOARD GAMES CREATIVE EXPRESSION CLASS

Students enjoying their creative expression, Board Games. 

GRANITE PEAK VISITORS
Granite Peak had some cute visitors, Mr.Erics new puppies.



EVENT FOR STUDENTS AGES 12-17

DEFY DARKNESS presented by Forever14 @ Defy Sparks. Tickets are regularly $25. Use PROMO
CODE for HDMS students: HDM24 for a 100% discount if you need financial assistance.  
https://forever14.org/defy-darkness

https://forever14.org/defy-darkness


COURAGE PROJECT FOR STUDENTS AGES 8-13

The Courage Project is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit organization offering free, mindfulness-based coping
skills training seamlessly integrated into fun, challenging outdoor adventures. Kids age 8 - 13
years old are welcome to join. Activities are thoughtfully designed to increase emotional
intelligence, build confidence and promote resilience. Children who experience fear of failure,
worry, perfectionism, difficulties with transitions, peer struggles, or could benefit from increased
persistence and focus are best suited for our adventures. 

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our volunteers, wonderful donors and generous sponsors,
we are providing FREE Mindful Snowboarding and Skiing clinics at two world-class resorts:
Palisades Tahoe and Alpine Meadows as well as Nordic Skiing and Snowshoeing! 

If you are interested in signing up your children, please visit www.courageproject.org/schedule to
register. Thank you!

CHALLENGE ISLAND CAMPS

https://xn--challene-island-gyb.com/reno-sparks-nv/pro%C4%80%20ram/camps/
https://xn--challene-island-gyb.com/reno-sparks-nv/pro%C4%80%20ram/camps/

